Summer Reading Program
oth Grade Book Suggestions

Teen Lit.
1. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

"Speak up for yourself—we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her
freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense
of high school. She is an outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the
cops. It is only through her work on an art project that she is finally able to face what really
happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman. Her healing process has
just begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back,
refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication.

2. Tyrell by Coe Booth
Tyrell is a young African-American teen who can't get a break. He's living (for now) with his
spaced-out mother and little brother in a homeless shelter. His father's in jail. His girlfriend
supports him, but he doesn't feel good enough for her -- and seems to be always on the verge of
doing the wrong thing around her. There's another girl at the homeless shelter who is also
after him, although the desires there are complicated. Tyrell feels he needs to score some
money to make things better. Will he end up following in his father's footsteps?

3. The First Part Last by Angela Johnson
On Bobby’s sixteenth birthday he gets some news from his girlfriend, Nia, that changes his life
forever. She's pregnant. Bobby's going to be a father. Suddenly things like school and house
parties and hanging with friends no longer seem important as they're replaced by visits to
Nia's obstetrician and a social worker who says that the only way for Nia and Bobby to lead a
normal life is to put their baby up for adoption.

4. Monster by Walter Dean Myers
Steve Harmon is a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay of

Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how one single
decision can change our whole lives.

5. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Leo Borlock follows the unspoken rule at Mica Area High School: don't stand out—under any
circumstances! Then Stargirl arrives at Mica High and everything changes—for Leo and for
the entire school. Stargirl bursts into tenth grade in an explosion of color and a clatter of
ukulele music, enchanting the Mica student body. But the delicate scales of popularity suddenly
shift, and Stargirl is shunned for everything that makes her different.

6. Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson
For Lafayette and his brothers, the challenges of growing up in New York City are
compounded by the facts that they've lost their parents and it's up to eldest brother Ty ree to
support the boys, and middle brother Charlie has just returned home from a correctional
facility. The events of one dramatic weekend force the boys to make the choice to be there for
each other—to really see each other—or to give in to the pain and problems of every day.

Fantasy/ Sci-Fi




1. Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining
Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the
districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl to participate in the annual
Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives
alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to
represent her district in the Games.

2. The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer
Matteo Alacran was not born; he was harvested. His DNA came from El Patron, lord of a
country called Opium—a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was
once called Mexico. As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister
cast of characters. Escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But escape from the Alacran
Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his difference in ways he doesn’t
even suspect.

3. Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Artemis Fowl II is the twelve-year-old prodigy, who has dedicated his life to criminal
activities. He leads the Fowl criminal empire, which has been established by his family for
generations. After significant research, Artemis believes that he has confirmed the existence of
fairies. He tracks down an alcoholic sprite posing as a healer in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam,
and travels there with his bodyguard Butler to obtain from her The Book of the People—the
Fairy holy book that is written in Gnommish.

4. Maze Runner by James Dashner

In the dark of an elevator, a teenaged boy awakes with no memories other than that his
name is Thomas. When the elevator comes to a halt, the doors open and Thomas finds himself
surrounded by around fifty teenage boys. Their leader, a boy in his late-teens named Alby,
welcomes him to the Glade. Surrounded by extremely high stone walls covered in thick ivy, the
Glade is a large square piece of land with a few wood and concrete buildings. In each of the
surrounding four walls, there is a narrow opening.

Ouver the course of the next few days, Thomas learns that behind the walls is the Maze —
a labyrinthine structure full of Grievers. Grievers are violent mechanical creatures that only
come out at night. Since the openings to the Maze, what the Gladers call Doors, close at night,
the Grievers cannot get into the Glade. During the day, a few of the boys, the Runners,
navigate the Maze in order to find an exit. On the same day every month, the elevator brings a
new male arrival. But on the day after Thomas arrives, the elevator returns with a teenaged
girlin a coma.

5. Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan
Darren is just like any other teenager, until the day he encounters the Cirque du Freak and a
vampire named Larten Crepsley. After Crepsley turns him into one of the undead, Darren joins
the traveling sideshow and its parade of weird and monstrous creatures. As he learns to use
his newfound powers, Darren unwittingly becomes a pawn in the struggle between vampire
factions.

6. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can’t wait. In just a few weeks she’ll have the operation
that will turn her from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty. And as a pretty,



she’ll be catapulted into a high-tech paradise where her only job is to have fun.But Tally’s new
friend Shay isn’t sure she wants to become a pretty. When Shay runs away, Tally learns about
a whole new side of the pretty world—and it isn’t very pretty. The authorities offer Tally a
choice: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty at all. Tally’s choice will change
her world forever.

Chick-Lit.
1. Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares
Some friends just fit together. Once there was a pair of pants. Just an ordinary pair of jeans.
But these pants, the Traveling Pants, went on to do great things. This is the story of the four
friends—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—who made it possible. Pants = love. Love your
pals. Love yourself.

2. Vampire Academy by Richelle Mead
St. Vladimir’s Academy isn't just any boarding school—it’s a hidden place where vampires are
educated in the ways of magic and half~-human teens train to protect them. Rose Hathaway is
a Dhampir, a bodyguard for her best friend Lissa, a Morot Vampire Princess. Theyve been on
the run, but now theyre being dragged back to St. Vladimir’s—the very place where theyre
most in danger. . . .

3. Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot
She's just a New York City girl living with her artist mom... News flash: Dad is prince of
Genouvia. (So that's why a limo always meets her at the airport!) Downer: Dad can't have any
more kids. (So no heir to the throne.)Shock of the century: Like it or not, Mia is prime princess
material. The worst part: Princess lessons from her dreaded grandmere, the dowager princess
of Genovia, who thinks Mia has a thing or two to learn before she steps up to the throne. Well,
her father can lecture her until he's royal-blue in the face about her princessly duty no— way is
she moving to Genovia and leaving Manhattan behind. But what's a girl to do when her name
is PRINCESS AMELIA MIGNONETTE GRIMALDI THERMOPOLIS RENALDO?

4. TTYL by Lauren Myracle
Follow the ups and downs of high school for the winsome threesome, three very different but
very close friends: wild Maddie (mad maddie), bubbly Angela (SnowAngel), and reserved Zoe
(zoegirl). Through teacher crushes, cross-country moves, bossy Queen Bees, incriminating
party pics, and other bumps along the way, author Lauren Myracle explores the many
potholes of teenagedom with the unflinching honesty and pitch-perfect humor that made this
series a staple of young adult literature.

5. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never
been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous
plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s
story is about to be completely rewritten.Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in
Our Stars brilliantly explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in
love.



6. IfI Stay by Gayle Forman
In the blink of an eye everything changes. Seventeen -year-old Mia has no memory of the
accident; she can only recall what happened afterwards, watching her own damaged body
being taken from the wreck. Little by little she struggles to put together the pieces- to figure out
what she has lost, what she has left, and the very difficult choice she must make.

Thrillers
1. Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
When Edward Hyde traps an innocent girl, two bystanders catch the fellow and force him to
pay reparations to the girl's family. A respected lawyer, Utterson, hears this story and begins
to unravel the seemingly manic behavior of his best friend, Dr. Henry Jekyll, and his
connection with Hyde.

2. The Girl in the Picture by Alexandra Monir
After heartthrob Chace Porter is found dead in the woods near the school, the police search for
the girl snuggled up next to him in a picture discovered among his personal effects. A girl no
one knew was even close to him. Nicole is that girl, and now she’s the primary suspect in his
murder. What could have happened that night?

3. The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
"My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was fourteen when I was murdered on
December 6, 1973 ." So begins the story of Susie Salmon, who is adjusting to her new home in
heaven, a place that is not at all what she expected, even as she is watching life on earth
continue without her — her friends trading rumors about her disappearance, her killer trying
to cover his tracks, her grief-stricken family unraveling.

Graphic Novel
1. Runaways by Brian K. Vaughan

They were six normal teenagers linked only by their wealthy parents' annual business
meeting...until a chance discovery revealed the shocking truth: their parents are the secret
criminal society known as the Pride! For years, the Pride controlled all criminal activity in Los
Angeles, ruling the city with an iron fist...and now, with their true natures exposed, the Pride
will take any measures necessary to protect their organization - even if it means taking out
their own children! Now on the run from their villainous parents, Nico, Chase, Karolina,
Gertrude, Molly and Alex have only each other to rely on.

2. Precious Little Life by Bryan Lee O’'Malley
Scott Pilgrim’s life is totally sweet. He's 23 years old, he's in a rock band, he's "between jobs,"
and he's dating a cute high school girl. Nothing could possibly go wrong, unless a seriously
mind-blowing, dangerously fashionable, rollerblading delivery girl named Ramona Flowers
starts cruising through his dreams and sailing by him at parties. Will Scott's awesome life get
turned upside-down? Will he have to face Ramona's seven evil ex-boyfriends in battle? The
short answer is yes.

Historical Fiction/ Non-fiction



1. After Tupac and D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson
The day D Foster enters Neeka and her best friend’s lives, the world opens up for them. D
comes from a world vastly different from their safe Queens neighborhood, and through her,
the girls see another side of life that includes loss, foster families and an amount of freedom
that makes the girls envious. Although all of them are crazy about Tupac Shakur’s rap music,
D is the one who truly understands the place where he’s coming from, and through knowing D,
Tupac’s lyrics become more personal for all of them.
The girls are thirteen when D’s mom swoops in to reclaim D—and as magically as she
appeared, she now disappears from their lives. Tupac is gone, too, after another shooting; this
time fatal. As the narrator looks back, she sees lives suspended in time, and realizes that even
all-too-brief connections can touch deeply.

2. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (Collection of poems)
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In
vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and
1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights
movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged,
each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world.



